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ordered, through an official proclamation, that they should
assemble outside the walls of Baghdad the following morning in
order to witness the burning of Ibn Kammuna. Thereupon, the
people calmed themselves and no longer referred to "Mm.
Regardmg Ibn Kammuna, he was placed in a leather-
covered box and carried to Hill a, where his son was secretary;
there he spent his days and also died."
Ibn al-Fmcati, pp. 441-2.
M, Steinschneider (Die Arabiscke Literatur der Juden, p. 240)
has emphasized the value of Ibn TvaTnmfjTia.'g theological works.
L. Hirschfeld (Sa'd b. Matisur b. Kammunah, Berlin, 1693)
published a part of Ibn Kammuna's polemical works in his
monograph, and D. H. Baneth (Ibn Kammuna, 3IGWJ., 1925,
vol. 69, pp. 295-311) has newly treated all matters relating to the
work of this philosopher. But hitherto nothing definite was known
regarding his life and personal lot. Neither the period nor locality
of his activities was certain, while even the question whether he
remained a Jew or was converted to Islam was a subject of con-
troversy. L. Hirschfeld's lament (loc. cit., p. 7) that " scarcely the
most meagre details regarding this anthor and the events of his
life have come down to us " was hitherto justified. Now, however,
Ibn al-Fuwati steps into the breach and enriches our store of
knowledge.
This highly notable report permits us to begin fco clarify a
number of questions associated with the life of this Jewish
philosopher :—
(a) First regarding his alleged conversion to Islam. D. H.
Baneth has already proved clearly that from Ibn Kammuna7s
theological attitude to Islam as manifested in his works, and his
express statements against every kind of renegade, it is now
evident that he never became a Muslim. The above quotation
confirms this in every respect. To begin with, an historian like Ibn
al-Fuwati used to record conversions to Islam, and would
assuredly have done so had such a thing occurred to a person of the
standing of Ibn Kammuna, who bore the title " flzz ad-Daula **
and had a name in the world of Islam at that period. Secondly, it
is almost impossible that the people would take up against a
Muslim the attitude which is reported here, Nothing more seems to
be shown by the opposition to Ibn Kammuna than the dislike of

